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PRELUDE

Three Liturgical Preludes, No. 1

George Oldroyd

WELCOME
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND
As we gather for worship, we acknowledge that we are gathered
on the traditional territory of First Nations Peoples –
Peoples who have lived on this land and by these waters
for thousands of years.
We gather as a non-Indigenous community of faith
on the traditional territory of the Saugeen Ojibwe Nation,
giving gratitude for their stewardship through the ages.
We are newcomers to this land and we have gained so much in coming.
Our gain, however, has come at a great cost to First Nations Peoples.
We acknowledge that we have gained much within racist systems of our creation,
systems which have benefitted those who are white, Christian and heterosexual.
Our acknowledgement is only the beginning of our journey
toward reconciliation, toward healing of all our relations with those
we have belittled in this culture.
Our words must now be followed up with action.
We pray the Holy Spirit breathes forgiveness, hope and love
into all our relations and sets us free from the evil of colonialism.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

GOD GATHERS US
MUSICAL INTROIT

Three Liturgical Preludes, No. 2

George Oldroyd

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF APPROACH
Come in the midst of the February blahs after digging out earlier this week.
We come with our Groundhog Day feelings of sameness,
participating in this worship service digitally wearing comfy attire,
yet needing something to cheer us up, to give us a giggle.
Come to delight in the irony of the human condition,
to laugh at ourselves and at our earnest seeking for meaning.
We come on this first Sunday of Lent to give up our dour perspective,
to open ourselves to delight in the absurdities of living.
Come with joyful spirits as we join our hearts with God in prayer:
Encourage us, O God, to see the thread of humour in life’s events.
When we are tempted to throw up our hands in defeat,
strengthen us through your laughing Spirit to persevere.
When we are tempted to despair that nothing we do can make a difference,
encourage us to grin with resolve to foster transformation in Christ’s name.
May your grace bubble like chortles of glee-filled freedom,
lightening our burdens as we love one another. Amen.
*VOICES UNITED 574 Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love – Modified
1. Come let us sing of a wonderful love, tender and true, tender and true,
out of the heart of the Father above, streaming to me and to you:
wonderful love, wonderful love dwells in the heart of the Father above.
2. Laughter is part of the love that we share,
giggle and joke, chuckling with folk,
lifting the burdens of life as we share pulling together Christ’s yoke, when we appeal,
humour can heal,
lifting our spirits through all that we feel.
3. Tempting it is to just bury our hopes, pandemic loss making us cross.
Loneliness makes us too testy, we know: baggage that we want to toss.
Sharing delight, joy to ignite,
gives us perspective that comes out just right.
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
VOICES UNITED 752 Psalm 25 with Refrain 2
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Trusting in God’s grace, confident in the Spirit’s guidance
and as we work to follow the Way of Jesus, we lift our souls in prayer,
seeking forgiveness and healing:
(Silent Prayer)
THE LORD’S PRAYER We Sing
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN WORD
“A Cartoon Version of Today’s Scripture”

SHARING TIME

*VOICES UNITED 651 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
BIBLE READING

Mark 1:9-15 from the New Testament pages 34-35.

DOXOLOGY Sing Your Praise to God Eternal #244 Voices United (verse 1 only)
Sing your praise to God eternal, sing your praise to God the Son,
sing your praise to God the Spirit, living and forever One.
God has made us, God has blessed us, God has called us to be true.
God rules over all creation, daily making all things new.
MEDITATION

Soaking It In

GOD INVITES US TO RESPOND
ANTHEM

Open My Eyes

Clara H. Scott. Arr. Hal Hopson

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free:
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see;
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!
Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, ev’rythin false will disappear;
Silently now I wait for the, ready, my God, thy will to see;
Open my eyes illumine me, Spirit divine!
Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share;
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see;
Open my eyes illumine me, Spirit divine!
MINUTE FOR MISSION
OFFERING INVITATION
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)
You have given us all we have and all we are, O God.
In joy-filled thanks, we return our gifts of time, of talent and of treasure to you.
Bless our delight in giving that our steps may quicken in following Christ
while our laughter becomes another gift shared in building community.
Amen.
*VOICES UNITED 560

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee – Modified

1. O Master, let me walk with thee,
through paths of joy well filled with glee.
Teach me the irony of life that bends my faith away from strife.
2. Help me to set aside my frown
when all life’s twists are weighing me down.
Show me the worth of laughter that’s shared
is your true balm of wounds well repaired.
3. Teach me to play and make a pun, exploring language just to have fun,
finding that Dad jokes really can be a thread of life that sets me free.
4. Yet in my walk of faith each day,
show me that humour shines a bright ray.
Show me that mirth is fully divine,
to turn us back from complaining whines.
BENEDICTION
SONG OF COMMITMENT 298 When You Walk from Here
When you walk from here, when you walk from here,
walk with justice, walk with mercy, and with God’s humble care.
POSTLUDE

Toccata in e minor

Johann Pachelbel

